
 

Greetings: 

The 23rd annual Alabama Association of Developmental Education 

Conference (ALADE) took place on November 11-13, 2009, at 

Prattville, Alabama, at the Marriott. The theme of the conference 

was Changing Face:  No One to Waste in Sweet Home Alabama.  It 

was a time of sharing and listening to all the exemplary programs 

and activities that are happening in developmental education 

within our great state of Alabama.  There were presentations 

given by experts in their field: These presentations covered a 

wide-range of topics that were valuable to all who attended.    

Additionally, there were attendees who were first time           

participators at the ALADE, and they gave accolades about 

ALADEõs value to Developmental Education.  In fact, one          

respondent remarked,ó If I had known how great this conference 

was, I would have been participating a long time ago.ó   There 

were presentations for Deans, adjuncts, full time faculty, support 

personnel, counselors, and advisors.  In other words, there was 

something for everyone who attended. 
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 The Keynote speaker for the opening assembly on Wednesday, November 12, 2009, was Joyce 

Brasfield- Adams, Vice-president of the National Association of Developmental Education (NADE) who 

did a fabulous job entertaining ALADERs, and later during the luncheon on November 12, 2009, a     

panelist,  a group of four developmental students: Three panelists had completed a B.S. degree.  The list 

is as follows: Jarvis Mose , Cindy Holland and Rachel Falu with Cindy Holland & Rachel Falu also       

completing a M A degree. The fourth panelist Brittany Griffin currently is completing her Associateõs  

degree.  Mrs. Joan Reeves, English Chair at NACC , served as the panel moderator.  Attendees saw   

first-hand the importance of a developmental educational program, and how it plays a major role in an 

under prepared studentõs overall academic achievement.  These former developmental students were 

proof to all of attendees that many of the developmental students are successful, and these were only 

four of hundredõs that have completed the programs at Alabamaõs institutions and are successful business 

administrators, teachers, mathematicians, nurses and the list goes on. 

 

On Thursday evening another exceptional speaker, Dr. Mike Kennamer, Director of  Northeast 

Alabama Community College Workforce Development delivered an excellent presentation on how   

Developmental Education and Work Force Development share similar goals and missions.  He           

emphasized that a developmental education program is essential to meeting the needs of displaced  

workers, GED recipients, and high school graduates who are not academically prepared to enter college.  

His          presentation focused on the number of technical jobs that will be available and the need for 

trained   technicians as well as the amount of salaries that these technicians can expect to earn.  Some 

attendee responses to Dr. Kennamerõs presentation include the following: òDr. Kennamer did an       

excellent job of making Work Force Development relevant to our Developmental Education mission.ó  

Well researched, òHe was superó! òVery well prepared and organized.ó òThanks for sharing the big    

picture. . . .ó  

 

 

 

There were many other excellent conference presenters, and their presentation titles are as follows:   

English  

Jessica Whitmore ð The Individualized Education of a College Student.   

Theresa Johnson ð English and Language Learners in Sweet Home Alabama.   

Dr. Alan Brown ð Teaching and Texting.   

Greg Jones ð Letõs All Go To The Movies:  Teaching Descriptive Writing with Film Strips. 

Tracie Henson ð Exploring the dynamics of Descriptive Writing in developmental English. 
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Combination of Math, English & Reading presentation 

Carolyn Hendrix & Sharon McCall ð Instruction for Learning.   

Mathematics 

Dr. Carolyn Simmons ðJohnson, Dr. Alice Smeal, & Dr. Sandra Walker ð Exploring the Effectiveness of  

Different Approaches to Teaching Finite Mathematics.   

 

Teaching Strategies (Learning Styles) 

Dr. Ron Russell ð How to Teach Adults Who Learn with Difficulty.   

 

Technology 

Abby McBride & Erica Dean ð Improving Student Performance with Mastery-Based Math Software 

Wendy Tyler ð ITTS About Skills That Raise the Bar in Developmental Education Mastery-Based Math        

Software.   

Lastly, attendees provided an overall rating on the 23rd ALADE Conference by providing the following 

survey comments: 

Conference Strengths: 

 

ò Workshops were great. ò Well planned with lower fees for adjuncts.ó  òWonderful networking.ó  

òWell organized.ó  A good variety of presentations.  òGood sessions with good information.ó  A good 

place for òsharing ideas.ó òExcellent site!ó  òThe concurrent sessions and interaction with other math 

professionals.ó òSharing among colleagues.ó òLocation. Speakers. Entertainment. Food!  òI really enjoyed 

the sessions with hands-on and active participation.ó 

 

Suggestions:  òGet more students involved.ó òGet Dr. Kennamer to do another presentation on     

Workforce Development.ó (just a few of the remarks). 

 

Finally, I and the Executive Board would like to take this opportunity to thank all the participants who 

attended the 23rd annual ALADE conference.  We would especially like to thank the presenters and 

moderators who did such an outstanding job.  In addition, we would like to thank our supporters 

(vendors) who sponsor our program every fall.   
 

Also, I, especially, would like to extend my thanks to all who sponsored and put the conference together 

because I learned that it òdoes take a villageó to work together in a committed fashion to successfully 

put a conference together, so I personally want to thank the past President Lynda Humphrey as well as 

the other Executive Board members and chairs who worked so diligently to help get this conference off 

to a good start and continually supported and worked unceasingly during the conference to meet all the   

expectations of our attendees.  We believe, according to conference surveys, that our patrons were  

well-served.  Thanks again.   

Shirley Buttram, President  
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